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Speech by H.E. Tsutomu Hiraoka, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Republic of Uzbekistan 
at the presentation meeting on Japan’s Official Development Assistance

(17 November 2009@International Business Center 9th Floor Korkand Hall)
Mr. Tulyaganov, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations, Investment and Trade,

Representatives of the Government of Uzbekistan,
Members of the diplomatic corps,
Members of aid organizations,
Members of the media,
Distinguished Guests, 

Thank you very much for coming to our presentation meeting on “Japan’s ODA to Uzbekistan ~ past, present and future ~ ”. I would like to say a few words on starting the meeting.

Since the independence of Uzbekistan, Japan has been providing various assistance to Uzbekistan for her development. Japan’s Country Assistance Programme for Uzbekistan identifies four priorities areas, that is (1) Support for human resources development and institution building to facilitate market economy and develop economy and industry, (2) Support for restructuring the social sector, (3) renovation and improvement of economic infrastructure and (4) promotion of intra-regional cooperation. In accordance with these priorities established in the Country Assistance Programme, numbers of projects are being implemented, mainly through cooperation of JICA, the International Cooperation Agency.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the opening of the JICA Office in Uzbekistan. During the 10 years many projects have been realized through the cooperation between Japan and Uzbekistan. In today’s meeting, presentations on the outline of activities Japan has been pursuing in Uzbekistan will be made. It will show how much importance Japan places on Uzbekistan and on Central Asia. 

It is always my sincere wish that all and each of our ODA projects, in the past, present and future will be bridges of friendship between Japan and Uzbekistan. Japan will continue to support the development of Uzbekistan through Official Development Assistance. Japan will also continue to cooperate with Uzbekistan based on strategic partnership. 
Today we have also invited members of the media. Some of them will also participate in our ODA press-tour, which will start this afternoon and last till tomorrow. This press-tour aims to familiarize the members of the media with Japan’s ODA projects in Uzbekistan and deepen their understanding of Japan’s ODA policy.

Most often, information on ODA projects are shared only by experts as many of the projects are related to specific fields. However, it is very important how each ODA project is understood and supported by the people of the recipient country. From this viewpoint, I strongly believe that the media can play a very important role in achieving successful implementation of ODA. It would be our most pleasure if the members of the media can acquire knowledge that Japan is pursuing many good projects that contribute to the development of Uzbekistan.
Central Asia including Uzbekistan is located in the centre of the Eurasian continent. Its development and prosperity is essential for the stability and prosperity of the world including Japan.

Considering that the development and prosperity in Central Asia including Uzbekistan will lead to stability and prosperity of the Eurasian Continent as a whole and indeed that of the world, Japan has been engaging in various initiatives. One of such important initiatives is the “Central Asia + Japan” Dialogue which was launched in 2004 on the occasion of the then Foreign Minister Kawaguchi’s visit to Central Asian countries. The Dialogue aims to deepen and expand the relationship between Japan and Central Asian countries and to promote intra-regional cooperation.

To mark the fifth anniversary of the start of the “Central Asia + Japan” Dialogue, Japanese Government has designated the Year 2009 as “Central Asia and Japan Friendship Year” and a series of cultural and other events are organized in Uzbekistan as well as throughout Central Asia. Today’s presentation is also meant to be one of such events. 

Lastly, I wish to express my sincere hope that various cooperations Japan is pursuing will contribute to the further development and prosperity of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the people of Uzbekistan.
Thank you.

